
 

RENSSELAER COUNTY WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
 

 

 The Rensselaer County Water and Sewer Authority (the “Authority”) requests proposals 

for services by a local septic system cleaning and maintenance firm to serve its fifteen-home 

Pheasant Run septic system in the Town of Schodack, Rensselaer County, New York.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

 The Rensselaer County Water and Sewer Authority is a public benefit corporation 

established in 1986 by the State Legislature.  The primary function of the Authority is to foster 

public health and well-being and promote economic development through the financing, 

management and operation of public water and sewer facilities in Rensselaer County.   

 

 Because the Authority is performing a public purpose in the exercise of its powers, 

property owned by the Authority or under its jurisdiction, control or supervision is exempt from 

taxes and assessments.  The activities of the Authority are also exempt from taxes and 

assessments.  

 

 Approximately 30 years ago, the Authority was given a privately built fifteen-housing 

unit septic system, comprised of central leach fields and individual unit holding tanks, effluent 

pumps and alarm systems, known as the Pheasant Run System, in the Town of Schodack to 

operate and maintain (see attached list of home addresses within the system).  The homeowners 

are required to pay the Authority an annual maintenance fee to cover the costs of maintenance, 

operation and repair of the system.  The annual fees collected are the sole source of revenues for 

these purposes. Under the terms of the contract between the Authority and the homeowner, the 

Authority is not responsible for costs associated with any repair or replacement determined to be 

a result of negligence or intentional act of the homeowner or costs associated with repairs or 

replacements of obstructions to the tank and grinder pumps, such as walls, fences, partitions and 

landscaping added by the homeowner that make repair and maintenance difficult. 

 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 

 The individual or firm selected will be required to: 

 

Submit for the Authority’s review and approval recommendations for maintenance, cleaning and 

other appropriate actions to optimize the performance of the individual holding tanks and the 

central leach fields of the Pheasant Run System.  The recommendations shall cover the three (3) 

year period ending March 31, 2028, and shall include the specific items listed below: 

 

1.  Execution of a contract for a three (3) year period, ending March 31, 2028.  The contract 

may be terminated by the Authority or the selected person/firm on thirty (30) days’ 

written notice to the other. It is contemplated that contract(s) for future periods, subject to 

mutually acceptable terms, may be entered into. 

 

2.  Develop a schedule of holding tank cleaning, based on industry standards and historical 

information, so that each tank of the system is pumped/cleaned in accordance with such 

standards. 
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3.  Be available for emergency repairs and maintenance at the direction of the Authority in 

accordance with a mutually agreed-upon notification and action procedure. 

 

4.  Work in cooperation and conjunction with the Authority-selected plumbing service 

provider for repairs outside the scope of expertise of the septic system service provider. 

 

5.  Present to the Authority’s Secretary all vouchers and receipts associated with repairs and 

maintenance performed, including evidence that prevailing wage rates have been applied 

in cases of paid employees and any other information requested by the Authority to 

assure proper reimbursement. 

 

6.  Inspect and recommend necessary upkeep of the central leach fields and associated 

equipment. 

 

SELECTION PROCESS 

 

 The proposals will be judged on the following criteria: 
 

1.   Expertise of the applicant and of the individuals performing the services; 
 

2.   Cost of services; and 
 

3.   Availability of services in terms of timing and location. 

 

INSTRUCTION FOR SUBMISSION 

 

 Each proposal should include: 

 

(a)   The individual’s or firm’s resume, stating its experience as a residential septic  

        system maintenance and repair service. 
 

(b)  The names and resumes of the individuals who would be performing and supervising   

  the work; 
 

(c)  A proposed plan for providing for the scope of services outlined above; and 
 

(d)  Proposed fees for services, including wage rates, travel charges, and any other   

                   charges or mark-ups for equipment or supplies. 
 

(e)  Signed Non-Collusion Certificate. 

 

 Proposals must be received by 4:00 p.m. on February 28, 2025. 

 

Proposals should be sent to: 

 

 Linda von der Heide, CEO 

 Rensselaer County Water and Sewer Authority 

 330 Broadway, Suite 220 

 Troy, New York 12180 

 (518) 270-2914 
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• Generally, the septic tanks are 1,250 gal. with a few 1,000 gal. tanks and one 1,500 gal. 

tank. 

• All tanks are believed to have risers. 

• Tank pumping should occur during the three year contract period. 

 

 

    

Property 
Last pump 
Repl. 

Last wiring 
Repl. 

Last 
Pumpout 

    

1334 Partridge Dr 4/27/2023 7/20/2020 12/12/2018 

1336 Partridge DR 4/21/2014  3/28/2024 

1340 Partridge DR    

1341 Partridge Dr 5/6/2024 5/7/2024 5/6/2024 

2508 Fawn Ridge 6/8/2021 6/8/2021 6/6/2024 

2512 Fawn Ridge 1/1/2015 1/19/2023 1/6/2020 

2522 Fawn Ridge ** ** 3/28/2024 

2528 Fawn Ridge 11/8/2019 11/8/2019 11/19/2019 

2532 Fawn Ridge ** **  
2533 Fawn Ridge 1/2/25 12/7/2018 3/28/2024 

2536 Fawn Ridge 11/19/2016 11/19/2016 3/28/2024 

2540 Fawn Ridge 6/11/2020 10/28/2019 8/27/2020 

2544 Fawn Ridge 4/8/2024 5/25/2017 3/28/2024 

2545 Fawn Ridge 6/16/2020  7/2/2020 

2548 Fawn Ridge 4/15/2018  10/1/2024 
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NON-COLLUSION CERTIFICATE 

 
 

CONTRACT CLAUSES REQUIRED BY LAW AND INCLUDED AS PROVISION OF THE BID 
 

Upon the refusal of a person, when called before a Grand Jury, head of a municipality, or other 

Municipal Agency, which is empowered to compel the attendance of witnesses and examine them 

under oath, to testify in an investigation concerning any transaction or contract had with the State, any 

political subdivision thereof, a public authority or with any public department, agency or official of the 

State or any political sub-division thereof or of any public authority, to sign a waiver of immunity against 

subsequent criminal prosecution or to answer any relevant question concerning such transaction or 

contract, 
 

(a)  such person, any firm, partnership or corporation of which he is a member, partner, 

director or officer shall be disqualified from thereafter selling to or submitting bids to or 

receiving awards from district, or any public department, agency or official thereof, for 

goods, work or services for a period of five years after such refusal, and to provide also 

that 

(b)  any and all contracts made with any municipal corporation or any public department, 

agency or official thereof or with any fire district or any agency or official thereof by such 

person, and by any firm, partnership or corporation of which he is a member, partner, 

director or officer may be canceled or terminated by the municipal corporation or fire 

district without incurring any penalty or damages on account of such cancellation or 

termination, but any monies owing by the municipal corporation or fire district for goods 

delivered or work done prior to the cancellation or termination shall be paid. 
 

Each contract to which the municipality is a party and which is of such character that the employees 

engaged thereon are required to be insured under the provisions of the Workmen's Compensation Law, 

shall contain a stipulation that such contract shall be void and of no effect unless the person or 

corporation making or performing such contract shall secure compensation for the benefit of, and keep 

insured during the life of such contract, such employees in compliance with the provision of the 

Workmen's Compensation Law. 
 

A contractor, to whom any contract shall be let, granted or awarded, as required by law, shall not 

assign, transfer, convey, sublet or otherwise dispose of the same, or of his right, title, or interest therein, 

or his power to execute such contract, to any other person or corporation without the previous consent 

in writing of the municipality awarding the contract. 
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a) NON-COLLUSIVE BIDDING CERTIFICATION 

 

(a) By submission of this bid, each bidder and each person signing on behalf of any bidder 

certifies, and in the case of a joint bid each party thereto certifies as to its own 

organization, under penalty of perjury that to the best of knowledge and belief: 
 

(1) The prices in this bid have been arrived at independently, without collusion, 
consultation, communication, or agreement, for the purpose of restricting 
competition, as to any matter relating to such prices with any other bidder or with 
any competitor; 

(2) Unless otherwise required by law, the prices which have been quoted in this bid 
have not been knowingly disclosed by the bidder and will not knowingly be 
disclosed by the bidder prior to the opening directly or indirectly, to any other 
bidder or to any competitor; and 

  (3) No attempt has been made or will be made by the bidder to induce any other 

person, partnership or Corporation to submit or not to submit a bid, for the 

purpose of restricting competition. 
 
        

  SIGNED:________________________________________________________     

 

  DATED:________________________ 

 

 TITLE:____________________________________________ 

 

 FIRM:__________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE INCLUDE THIS SIGNED FORM WITH YOUR BID PROPOSAL 
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INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 

 

The Rensselaer County Water and Sewer Authority requires that the winning bidder provide 

proof of liability insurance for a minimum of $1,000,000 per occurrence throughout the 

contract term. The certificate holder should be: 

 

Rensselaer County Water and Sewer Authority 

333 Broadway, Suite 220 

Troy, NY  12180 

 

Additionally, New York State law requires that we receive a certificate of insurance for 

Workers Compensation insurance (Form C-105.2, Form SI-2 or Form GSI-105.2) and for 

Disability insurance (Form DB-120.1 or Form DB-155). 

 

 

 

 


